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DOE Weekly Field Memo – August 11, 2010 
 
From the Vermont Department of Education: 

 Required Countywide Truancy Policies 
 School Records and Records Retention Information 
 FY-2012 Special Education Service Plan Package 
 Changes for the Vermont Educational Surrogate Parent Program (VESPP) for FY2011 
 Governor Douglas Appoints Student Representative to the State Board of Education 

 
From the Vermont Department of Labor: 

 Vermont Tech Jam 3.0 
 
Required Countywide Truancy Policies 
Audience: Superintendents, Principals, Headmasters, Tech Center Directors  
By law, the commissioner is required to ensure that the supervisory unions in each county adopt truancy 
policies consistent with the legislative intent of confronting truancy on a statewide and countywide basis 
and include the involvement of both the State’s attorneys and judiciary. The deadline for this requirement 
was July 1, 2010. If you have not contacted Barbara Crippen with this information, please do so as soon 
as possible. Visit http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/maindept.html#truancy for more information. 
Contact: Barbara Crippen, Staff Attorney, at (802) 828-5937 or barbara.crippen@state.vt.us  
 
School Records and Records Retention Information 
Audience: Superintendents, Principals, Headmasters, Tech Center Directors 
In 2009, there was a change in the state agency responsible for records management and administration. 
The Vermont State Archives and Records Administration (VSARA), under the Secretary of State’s Office, 
took over that responsibility from the Department of Buildings and General Services. Along with the 
change in administration, changes in the way in which records are being managed are underway. The 
department has compiled this guidance on what types of student records to keep and for how long. This 
document includes some information and a few tips on the topic of school records and records retention: 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/mainlaws.html#records. 
Contact: Amy Whitehorne, Staff Attorney and Records Officer, at (802) 828-5100 or 
amy.whitehorne@state.vt.us  
 
FY-2012 Special Education Service Plan Package 
Audience: Superintendents, Special Education Directors and Business Managers 
The FY-2012 Special Education Service Plan package including the forms, instructions and cover memo, 
are now available on the department Web site at: 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_finance_sped.html#service. The only significant change to 
the forms is the removal of the breakdown between "core staff" and "non-core staff" in mainstream special 
education service categories. This removal of "core staff" is due to the change in the rules relating to 
special education eligible cost. For further information about that rule change, see 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_finance_sped.html#fm_1008.  
Contact: Margaret Schelley at (802) 828-5119 or margaret.schelley@state.vt.us 
 
Changes for the Vermont Educational Surrogate Parent Program (VESPP) for FY2011 
Audience: Superintendents, Principals, Special Education Directors, Curriculum Coordinators 
The department has realigned the two regions based on students supported in FY2010. The new 
alignment and contact information for this school year can be found at 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_interagency/surrogate_parent.html#alignment. Sally 
Williams, who coordinated the central part of the state this past year, is now the coordinator for the entire 
northern half of the state. Jane Munroe remains as the Regional Coordinator for the southern part of the 
state. Our excellent Northern Regional Coordinator, Donna Griffin, retired effective June 30

th
 and we miss 

her already. Please address any questions to Sally or Jane, or to the VESPP State Coordinator at the 
department, Mike Mulcahy. Sally can be reached at (802) 233-1832. Jane can be reached at (802) 483-
2198. 
Contact: Mike Mulcahy at (802) 828-5108 or mike.mulcahy@state.vt.us 
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Governor Douglas Appoints Student Representative to the State Board of Education 
Audience: All 
Governor Jim Douglas this week appointed Elizabeth Strano to a two-year term as a student 
representative on the State Board of Education. The State Board of Education consists of eight adult and 
two student members appointed by the governor. Student members are appointed to two-year terms and 
become full voting members in their second year. Elizabeth Strano joins ranking student representative 
Robert Kelley of Otter Valley Union High School in Brandon, who replaces outgoing Board member Alex 
Melville of Woodstock Union High School as the student voting member. The list of current State Board of 
Education members can be found at: http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/board/membership.html.   
Contact: Carol King at (802) 828-5101 or carol.c.king@state.vt.us  
 
From the Vermont Department of Labor: 
 
Vermont Tech Jam 3.0 
Audience: Students, Guidance Counselors, Technology Educators, Tech Center Directors, 
Principals 
Can’t take your students on a field trip to Silicon Valley? Get them out of the classroom and into the real 
world at the Vermont 3.0 Tech Jam. This exciting and informative two-day event will bring representatives 
from Vermont’s creative, tech and “green” companies together under one roof. Friday and Saturday, 
October 15 & 16, Main Street Landing, Performing Arts Center, Burlington Waterfront. School groups 
encouraged to attend. Friday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free Admission. Students will have an opportunity to see 
and participate in state-of-the-art tech demos, meet video game designers, listen to local CEOs explain 
how they got their start, learn how to train for a career with Vermont’s coolest companies, and connect 
what they do in the classroom with cutting edge technology in use right here in Vermont.  
Contact: John Young at (802) 652-0307 or john.young@state.vt.us  
 
______________________________________________ 
 
Weekly Field Memo is Online! 
The DOE Weekly Field Memo is archived on the Department of Education Web site at 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/field_memo.html. Field Memos and the corresponding 
attachments are available for download. For Field Memo information three months or older, or for other 
questions, please contact Jill Remick, communications director, at (802) 828-3154 or 
jill.remick@state.vt.us.  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
For the Department of Education Web site see: http://education.vermont.gov/. For upcoming events or 
professional development opportunities, see the DOE Calendar of Events located at: 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/calendar.html. 
 
Main Department Line: (802) 828-3135 
 
NOTE: For comments or questions specific to the messages above, please contact the person listed. DO 
NOT reply to this message.  
 
This Field Memo is posted weekly by the Department of Education to better organize our e-
communications to the field. There may be times when separate messages from the department will still 
be sent. 
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